CHAPTER II
HISTORY   OF   ANTIQUE   FLASKS AND   BOTTLES
(HE  story of antique bottles is one of ! absorbing   interest.   During   the   first seventy years of the nineteenth century, fancy pocket flasks and bottles were made in the United States. Dur--^;J ing this period of development, colors
and sizes varied too much to be a real test of age. The scarred base and sheared neck are the surest test, the older shapes having the neck sheared with scissors, leaving it irregular, and on the base, a rough circular scar left >by breaking the glass from the pontil or iron rod, which held the bottle while being finished by the workman.
Smooth and hollow bases were made between 1850-1860, by means of a "snap" or case, which held the bottle while finishing, at which time a ring or band was added to the mouth.
Twenty-nine known flasks bear ornaments of an American Eagle, nineteen bear ornaments of the head of Washington, and twelve bear ornaments of the head of Taylor.
With the passing of time shapes varied. The earliest were slender and arched, with edges horizontally cor-
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